
The Advisory Exam in Music History 
 

1. Format of the exam 
 
The Advisory exam is intended to assess the incoming Master’s student’s 
understanding of undergraduate-level material, in preparation for applying the 
skills of detailed listening and stylistic description at a graduate level.  Students 
will not be expected to identify specific pieces or memorize historical facts and 
dates: rather, the goal is to apply a working knowledge of stylistic characteristics 
in each era to a broad selection of musical repertoire. 
 
The exam has a timed, web-based format, consisting of eight questions, each 
representing an era of music history:  students will receive musical examples 
from the Medieval, Renaissance, Baroque, Classical, Early Romantic, Late 
Romantic, Early 20th Century, and Late 20th/Early 21st Century periods. Each 
exa


