
Master of Music Audition Requirements

Woodwinds
Flute
Oboe
Clarinet
Saxophone
Bassoon

Brass
Horn
Trumpet
Tenor Trombone
Bass Trombone
Tuba

Percussion

Piano

Voice

Strings
Violin
Viola
Cello
Double Bass
Guitar

Conducting
Choral
Instrumental (Wind)
Instrumental (Orchestral)

Master of Music applicants with areas of specialization in Composition,
Jazz Composition, Music Education, Musicology, and Piano Pedagogy

can find entrance requirements in the
School of Music Graduate Student Handbook.
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http://www.wiu.edu/cofac/music/pdf/grad_program/SOMGradHbk.pdf
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◦ Copland: Concerto
◦ Debussy: Première Rhapsodie

• Choosmi
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Horn
Faculty: Dr. Jena Gardner; Email: JE-Gardner2@wiu.edu
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Tenor Trombone
Faculty: Dr. Jett Walker; Email: JM-walker6@wiu.edu

• One major concerto chosen from the following:
◦ L. Grondahl: Concerto
◦ F. David: Concertino
◦ H. Tomasi: Concerto

• One Sonata chosen from the following:
◦ E. Ewazen: Sonata
◦ J. Casterede: Sonatine
◦ P. Hindemith: Sonate

• One lyrical etude from Bordogni/Rochut: Melodious Etudes for Trombone
• One technical etude chosen from the following:

◦ Tyrell: 40 Progressive Etudes
◦ Blazhevich: Sequences
◦ Bitsch: 15 Rhythmical Studies

• Three Orchestral excerpts selected from the standard repertoire
• Sight Reading

Bass Trombone
Faculty: Dr. Jett Walker; Email: JM-walker6@wiu.edu

• One major concerto chosen from among following:
◦ Lebedev: Concerto in One Movement
◦ E. Ewazen: Concerto
◦ Thom Ritter George: Concerto

• One sonata chosen from the following:
◦ A. Wilder: Sonata
◦ H. Stevens: Sonatina
◦ P. McCarty: Sonata

• One lyrical etude from Bordogni: Vocalises (any edition)
• One technical etude chosen from the following:

◦ T. Pederson: Advanced Etudes for Bass Trombone
◦ K. Kahila: Semester of Studies for Bass Trombone
◦ Gillis: 70 Studies

• Three Orchestral excerpts selected from the standard repertoire
• Sight Reading

Tuba
Faculty: Dr. James Land; Email: JW-Land@wiu.edu

• All graduate applicants should be able to demonstrate either the CC or BB-flat tuba and
should be capable of playing at least one work of reduced significance with either the F or
E-flat tuba (more significant work would be preferred).

• Prepare at least two contrasting solos. The list below contains suggestions and are
characteristic of the necessary level of significance:

◦ Broughton: Sonata (Concerto) (Masters Music Publications)
◦ Hindemith: Sonate (European American- Schott)
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◦ Vaughan Williams: Tuba Concerto in f (Oxford)
• Select two orchestral excerpts from the list below:

◦ Berlioz: Symphonie Fantastique: Ronde du Sabbat
◦ Brahms: Symphony No. 2, Movement IV
◦ Mahler: Symphony No.1, Movement III or Symphony No. 5, Finale
◦ Prokofiev: Symphony No. 5, Movement I
◦ Wagner: Prelude to Die Meistersinger

• Sight Reading

Percussion
Faculty: Dr. Rick Kurasz; Email: RM-Kurasz@wiu.edu

• Snare Drum
◦ One solo work of your choice that exhibits both concert and rudimental drumming

techniques. Prim by Askell Masson is a representative example of a piece that
features both styles.

• Keyboard Percussion
◦ One four-mallet marimba solo chosen from the following:

■ Muramatsu: Land
■ Smadbeck: Virginia Tate
■ Abe: Variations on a Japanese Children’s Song
■ Equivalent work

• Timpani
◦ One solo work
◦ 2 of the following three movements from Carter, Eight Pieces for Four Timpani, or

equivalent:
■ March
■ Canaries
■ Moto Perpetuo

• Drumset and Hand Drums are optional, but strongly encouraged

Piano
Faculty: Dr. Natalie Landowski; Email: NK-Landowski@wiu.edu

• Choose three works from the following (memorization required):
◦ Bach: Prelude and Fugue from The Well-Tempered Clavier, or other major Baroque

work
◦ A complete Classical sonata or comparable major work by Haydn, Mozart,

Beethoven, or Schubert
◦ A substantial Romantic work from the 19th century
◦ A work from the 20th or 21st century

• Sight reading
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Voice
Faculty: Terry Chasteen; Email: TL
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Double Bass
Faculty: Matt Hughes; Email:MT-Hughes@wiu.edu

• Classical
◦ First movement of a standard concerto such as Bottesini, Koussevitzky, or Vanhal
◦ Three-octave major and minor scales
◦ Sight Reading

• Jazz
◦ Two memorized standards, such as All the Things You Are, Body and Soul,

Confirmation, or Stella by Starlight. Be prepared to play the melody, a 2-beat bass line,
a walking bass line, and an improvised solo.

◦ Three-octave major and minor scales
◦ Sight reading (ensemble part reading and lead sheet interpretation)

Guitar
Faculty: Dr. George Turner; Email: GM-Turner@wiu.edu

• Choose 2 from the following:
◦ Movement from

mailto:MT-Hughes@wiu.edu
mailto:GM-Turner@wiu.edu
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■ Perform the piano accompaniment of any choral octavo that
re

mailto:MJ-Fansler@wiu.edu


Instrumental Conducting (Orchestral)

Faculty: ; Email:music@wiu.edu

• Submission requirements:
◦ CV/Resume
◦ List of repertoire conducted or studied. Please list title, composer/arranger,

performance date (if applicable), and ensemble name.
◦ Unlisted video recordings via a YouTube playlist of the following:

■ Rehearsal and/or performance footage of contrasting repertoire of no more
than 20 minutes in duration. Frontal video footage is preferred. Four-hand
piano conducting videos are acceptable.

• Final Round:
◦ Interview with the conducting faculty
◦ Meeting with current students
◦ Brief conducting audition with the University Symphony Orchestra
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